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DRAFT
UKCPI Advocacy, Regulatory & Communications Committee
Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 12 July 2022
By Video Conference


Present:	Mr P Woodhead	-	Selden Research (in the Chair)
	Ms C Berto		-	Henkel
Ms M Bishop		-	NicePak International 
Mrs H Fenwick		-	Unilever UK 
Mr A Hill		-	Robert McBride
Mr T James		-	ACDOPRO
Ms N Katsouli		-	Procter & Gamble 
		Mr K Kostanopoulus	-	Diversey
	Ms C Mammah	-	S C Johnson 
Mr S McKay		-	Greyland Limited 
	Ms F Nortje		-	Unilever UK
	Mr D Plepys		-	Clorox
	Mr J Pickup		-	Consultant
			Ms L Thompson	-	Reckitt


Secretariat:	Mr P Malpass		-	UKCPI
		Ms C Salter		-	UKCPI
		Mr S Stewart		-	UKCPI


Apologies:	Mr A Brack		-	PZ Cussons 
Mr M Henry		-	Mirius
Mr Y Parulekar	-	Kuraray
			


Actions
20/22 – Ms Katsouli to provide NPIS contact
20/22 – Mr Malpass to progress Annex VII with other associations, etc
21/22 – Ms Salter to send information to Mr Pickup and Ms Fenwick
22/22 – Mr Woodhead to circulate new brochure of professional cleaning


17/22	Competition Policy Statement

Prior to the meeting commencing, Mr Woodhead read the Competition Policy Statement:

“UKCPI and UKCPI members shall adhere to UKCPI’s competition law policy and shall not share, directly or indirectly, commercially sensitive information including but not limited to pricing, terms and conditions of supply, business planning or marketing plans. Should the meeting discuss matters that fall outside of UKCPI's legal remit or contravene that policy; the Chair will close the meeting”.


18/22	Minutes of Meeting 27 April 2022

Mrs Fenwick asked for an amendment to the minutes. Mr Malpass agreed to this and the revised minutes would be recirculated.




19/22	Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.


20/22	Advocacy

UK REACH Update
Mr Malpass reported that Defra appeared to be at the start of the process and recently presented  their proposals to the oversight group of the Alternative Transition Model (see ppt). This group is led by Defra but UKCPI can contribute through ACA. In addition Mr Stewart was on the ACA shadow technical group. Mr Malpass reminded the committee of the HSE request on exposure data as only 2 members had provided feedback so far but input was still welcome. 



Mr Malpass also noted the recent consultation on extending the data submission deadlines that closes on 1 September. Defra’s preferred option is 2026/7/8 and industry would have to have a compelling argument for the alternative 2027/28/30. The extensions were to provide time to develop an alternative registration model. 



Mr Malpass informed the meeting that a senior Defra team was looking at the REACH improvement Model and the future working of REACH and that a request for views had been circulated to members.



Ms Nortje asked about the available Parliamentary time for extending the deadlines and Mr Malpass replied that he had raised this with Defra and they have said that whilst the legal process may come in very late, they still expect the deadline changes to happen.

Ms Mammah asked if there was an ACA group working on the alternative registration model and Mr Malpass replied that there was a shadow technical group that would meet in July ahead of the Defra meeting so that it could provide feedback. Mr Stewart sits on this group and said he would be grateful for any feedback he could take to the ACA group.




Consultation on Annex VIII CLP
Mr Stewart had circulated the email from DHSC ahead of the meeting and was seeking initial views of the committee regarding the proposals. Ms Thompson asked what was the NPIS opinion on it and Mr Stewart replied that he had not talked to them about it. Ms Katsouli suggested asking AISE for their position and felt that NPIS were OK with the current approach including submitting data for Northern Ireland. Mr James suggested that what the consumer wanted should carry some weight. Mr Woodhead recalled the overlap with the Detergents Regulations and asked how successful AISE had been in addressing this as they seemed ahead on this. Mr Hill noted that companies were already having to submit fuller data for Northern Ireland and Ms Nortje questioned how it would work if this was extended to GB regarding timeline and database. Ms Katsouli suggested that if there were changes to the NI Protocol it would be easier to remove the requirement in NI. Ms Thompson agreed with this suggestion. Ms Mammah agreed especially if it was retained in GB in error. Mr Malpass suggested waiting for the consultation as well as seeking the NPIS view as he did not see any downside to asking. Ms Katsouli offered to provide Mr Malpass with a contact at NPIS and added that she thought NPIS were working on a system and so were reluctant to get involved. Mr Hill asked if NPIS were consulted on the development of Annex VIII and Ms Katsouli suggested asking AISE what their involvement was in the development of it. Mr Malpass agreed to progress these points with other associations, AISE, etc.
Actions: Ms Katsouli and Mr Malpass


Future Advocacy Approach for the Detergent Regulations
Mr Stewart reported back on the feedback he had received following his circulation of a thought starter on future advocacy on the UK Detergent Regulations. There was clear consistency with the work AISE was conducting at the EU level but also a clear wish to see the final outcomes of their advocacy.

Ms Nortje raised the issue of the additional fragrance allergen labelling that would be coming into the EU Cosmetics Regulations that would impact the EU Detergents Regulations and that CTPA had received agreement that they could use this in GB too. Mr Stewart asked if companies would want to seek the views of the regulator or just go ahead and implement it for GB Detergent Regulations. Ms Mammah felt that you could approach HSE and ask and get clarity on if we can implement the changes as well when in force in the EU. Ms Thompson asked when we would know the outcomes at EU level and Mr Stewart replied that the consultations had closed and the Commission response would be the next step.


Wet Wipes
Mr Malpass reported that there was not much to report to the meeting. UKCPI had responded to the 3 national consultations and held further talks with the Welsh officials. In view of these discussions he believes it is likely that there will be bans on plastic in consumer wipes but this could be compounded by 3 different approaches from the devolved nations. Mr Plepys asked if professional products would be out of scope and the likely timing and Mr Malpass replied it was unclear regarding professional products and expected draft regulations from Wales in September.


EPR Scheme Administrator
Mr Malpass had no update for the Committee. Mrs Fenwick reported that she had been involved in discussions on behalf of her company and although they are supportive of EPR they are concerned about the SA being a public body. Mrs Fenwick added that best international schemes are Industry led and the UK scheme should be about meeting environmental targets and not just another tax. Mr Malpass added that UKCPI would maintain its role in shadowing the work of INCPEN in this area.




21/22	External Affairs

Update on Take Action Today
Ms Salter reported that work with RoSPA continued with the latest launch in June in Bath that interestingly included feedback on the impact of the Wiltshire launch. The Public Health Team leader from Wiltshire, where the campaign was launched in October 2021, was full of praise for the campaign saying that parents loved the magnetic pad and the checklist. She noted that the campaign had not added any extra workload for her staff as health visitors had embedded the campaign into their working practices. Mrs Fenwick asked where else had the initiative had been launched and Ms Salter agreed to email her the list and stated that it was over 26 so far. Mr Malpass added that the package was there for any company to also use as the Fairy brand had done in the North West.


Indoor Air and Impeccable Study
Ms Salter reported that the study was being led by York University and had recently presented the outcomes to date at an event in Finland where the message was green products were not necessarily healthier. The study is due to conclude in February 2023 but the team are already putting out tweets including one stating terpenoid emissions were higher in “natural” products. They are testing bathroom, floor and surface cleaners, but we do not yet know which brands.  Mr Malpass noted that York University advised Government/Defra on indoor air quality. Mr Pickup added that the issue with terpenoids was their reaction products with ozone and Ms Slater agreed to share the information she has to date with him.
Action: Ms Salter


Issues Update
Mr Pickup had no recent activity to provide to the Committee.


22/22	Regulatory Issues

Detergents Regulations
This had been covered earlier in the meeting.


Biocidal Products
Ms Thompson had little to report on HSE activity but at EU level issues included delays in the active review programme; lack of MS resources leading to delays; possible increase in MS fees; BPC WG updating guidance. Mr Stewart reported that in discussions with HSE they stated they did not have any plans to deliberately diverge from the EU system but it may happen over time and that they do monitor developments of EU BPR. Mr Woodhead noted the upcoming HSE course on efficacy and asked if this would be the same as the EU requirements and Mr Stewart replied that it may differ as we go on.


CLP
Mr Stewart highlighted the following developments:
· HSE continue to circulate proposed new/revised entries to the Mandatory Classification Table
· EU consultation on new hazard classes has been pushed back to September
· Revision of the regulation to be adopted in October
· Revision of the Q&A on the classification of mixtures in aerosols had been finalised.


UN GHS & TDG
Mr Stewart reported that the areas of interest continue to be improvements of Annexes 1 to 3 and practical issues but additionally the EU has indicated that it would like to add new hazard classes to the 2023/4 work programme.




Professional Cleaning & Hygiene Sector
Mr Woodhead agreed to circulate the new brochure on professional cleaning.
Action: Mr Woodhead


Other Issues
Mr Stewart noted that there was some discussion of a dual regulatory regime being introduced in an amended NI Protocol and Ms Katsouli that there may be some benefits.


23/22	Any Other Business

Format of 2023 Meetings
Mr Malpass introduced the topic by suggesting that ARC and Council would continue to be virtual, regional meetings would be physical and the AGM/Dinner would be physical. Additionally, the secretariat will continue to look at a possible “reboot” meeting as a hybrid between Council/AGM/Regional/Dinner this year but a decision will be taken in September as the House of Commons dining room is still under covid restrictions i.e. 50% capacity.


24/22	Date/Location of Next Meeting

The next meeting will held virtually on Wednesday 26 October 2022 commencing at 10:30 am.

Format of future meetings would be discussed at the end of the proceeding meeting.
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UK REACH Alternative Transitional Registration Model
UK REACH Alternative Transitional Registration Model – Use and Exposure data 



The focus on improving the quality of data on the use and exposure of chemicals in the GB context through UK REACH transitional registrations is in part informed by analysis of use and exposure data provided through EU and GB held REACH registrations. 

Defra, HSE and EA analysis of existing REACH registrations indicates that it is common to see incomplete IUCLID fields for use and exposure information in IUCLID dossiers, or information that is not provided in sufficient detail for regulatory purposes. 

Similar issues have been identified in EU REACH, where the recent CARACAL / RPA consultation document no CA/12/2022 notes that ”shortcomings in the current available use and exposure data generated though REACH registration have been identified” which could impact on a number of processes under EU REACH. RPA’s presentation to 43rd CARACAL meeting on 27 January 2022 specified shortcomings in the scope, granularity and currency of use and exposure data provided through registrations.  

One of the objectives, therefore, in developing the new model for transitional registrations for UK REACH is to use the opportunity to gather GB-specific information that will be more useful to both those in GB supply chain and UK REACH Regulators. 
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Use and Exposure data – Stakeholder questions 


We would like to explore the following questions (based on the current use and exposure requirements of UK REACH) with stakeholders. 


Do you agree with the issues identified in respect of use and exposure data in existing REACH IUCLID dossiers and have any views on whether these issues would be repeated in UK REACH registrations without government or industry action?


What do you consider are the main barriers that prevent REACH registration dossiers being completed with use and exposure data that is of adequate scope, granularity and currency? What actions could be taken to overcome these barriers (e.g. legislative, technical, guidance)? What do you consider are the opportunities for how the use and exposure information could be improved


The RPA consultation considers the impact of shortcomings in use and exposure data from a Regulator’s perspective. Do you have any observations on whether these shortcomings impact on the assessment of use and exposure data for risk management measure within supply chains (for example in undertaking Chemical Safety Assessments, preparing Chemical Safety Reports and compiling Safety Data Sheets)?

What are the interdependencies between hazard data and use and exposure data? What are the key  hazard data used to inform use and exposure assessments?
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UK REACH Consultation on extending submission deadlines for transitional registrations .msg
UK REACH: Consultation on extending submission deadlines for transitional registrations 

		From

		SM-Defra-ChemicalsPolicy



Dear CPCF members, 

 

I am sending an update ahead of this week’s CPCF meeting.  

 

Today we launched a consultation on extending the UK REACH submission deadlines for transitional registrations. See below for more information - please feel free to forward this to your members. 

 

Consultation on extending submission deadlines for UK REACH transitional registrations 

 

In December 2021 Defra committed to exploring alternative arrangements for transitional registrations in order to support chemical businesses, whilst upholding a high level of human and environmental health protection in line with our international commitments. 

 

It will take time to fully develop an alternative transitional registration model and, if the decision is made to proceed, to develop and pass the necessary legislation. It is also necessary to allow industry time to comply with new arrangements. Therefore, Defra also committed to consult on extending the deadlines for providing the full registration data.

  

This consultation is seeking views on options to extend those current deadlines for registration. It is also seeking views on extending the dates for the Agency (HSE) to carry out compliance checks on 20% of registration dossiers.    

 

The consultation closes on 1 September 2022. For more information visit: https://consult.defra.gov.uk/reach-policy/consultation-on-extending-the-uk-reach-submission  

 

Defra has also published a statement from the Defra Secretary of State on the consistency of the amendments proposed in the consultation with the aims of the UK REACH legislation. For more information visit: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-reach-article-1-consistency-statement-on-extending-submission-deadlines-for-transitional-registrations   

 

Best wishes,  

Hermione 

 

ChemicalsPolicy@defra.gov.uk|UK REACH Strategic Engagement|Chemicals, Pesticides and Hazardous Waste| Environmental Quality|Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

 

 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it in error you have no authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst this email and associated attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within Defra systems we can accept no responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on Defra's computer systems may be monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 
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Defra - project to improve UK REACH.msg
FW: Defra - project to improve UK REACH

		From

		Kathryn Dodgson

		To

		Kathryn Dodgson

		Recipients

		secretariat@ukcpi.org



Dear member, for those with an interest in UK REACH.



Defra have set up another work stream (in addition to the current one on an alternative transitional registration model) to look at how to improve the operation of UK REACH in future. 



It is not intended to be a radical review of UK REACH but an opportunity to make it easier and more efficient.



Defra and the Devolved Administrations are at the first stage of this project and are wishing to identify and prioritise objectives. Areas that they would like to consider include (but are not limited to):



*	Improving protection of human health and the environment by focussing on key risks in the GB context. 

*	Streamlining processes (such as restriction), whilst maintaining scientific rigour, to speed up decision making.

*	Reducing duplication of effort between UK REACH and chemicals regulations elsewhere (such as the EU). This will enable us to focus more resources on GB-specific risks.

*	Implementing priorities that emerge from the Chemicals Strategy, for example on unintentional mixtures, large groups of chemicals and new regulatory approaches. This will ensure that UK REACH can address emerging issues effectively.

*	Maximising join-up between UK REACH and other UK chemicals regimes – ensuring that the risks of chemicals are addressed holistically, consistently and comprehensively.



 



Defra will be seeking views from a wide range of stakeholders at all stages of the project. These include industry associations, NGOs, academia, other Govt depts



 



UKCPI are participating in both this work stream as well as the other alternative registration model one.



Please see attached slide deck from a kick off meeting yesterday.



If you have any views on the following questions (before the end of July please) we can consolidate a UKCPI input for these Defra meetings.



 



4 questions to help Defra scope the work



1. What changes to UK REACH would you like to see emerge from this project? 



2. What problems with UK REACH have you identified since it has been operating? 



3. What changes that the EU are proposing do you think are most worthwhile? 



4. What other issues do you think we should be addressing?
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Context

« UK REACH was lifted and shifted into UK law under the terms of the European
Union (withdrawal) Act 2018. Changes to retained EU law were limited to technical
changes to correct deficiencies in retained EU law.

* Now that UK REACH has been in force for over a year, Defra and the Devolved
Administrations are considering ways that UK REACH can be improved to ensure that it is
more effective, delivering enhanced outcomes.

« This work links strongly with the Chemicals Strategy

« This project runs alongside the work to develop an alternative transitional registration (ATR)
model. It is wider ranging than the ATR model, which seeks to address a specific
transitional registration issue. We will look to build on synergies.

« The EU are also progressing ambitious reforms of EU REACH at pace. This will form a rich
source of ideas & analysis to draw from, as well as a potential source of divergence to
manage.

» Whilst the scope of changes will be determined through this process, our expectation is that
we will look to work within the overarching framework of UK REACH.

Project to improve UK REACH 2







ldentifying policy objectives & solutions

The double diamond

definition &
prioritisation

—
[ >
>

Tentative
timelines >
~late Autumn 2022 Depends on complexity of work —
likely to be multiple timescales

« This project is at a very early stage. We would like to work with you to identify &
define detailed project objectives.
« We will follow this with developing and delivering solutions to fulfil these objectives.

Project to improve UK REACH







Timelines & Mechanisms

The timelines for implementing proposals will depend on a) the amount of policy development required;
and b) the mechanism used to implement the change

Illustrative only > More policy
Less policy Process Enabling UK Hazard Addressing  Essential deve_loF’ment
development changes REACH to classes (e.g groups Use required
required eg. build on EU EDCs,
streamlining REACH PMT/APVM)
restriction) more easily

Chemicals strategy & policy teams already
leading policy development for many of these
issues

* Non-legislative mechanisms — changes to processes withing existing legal framework; changes to
technical guidance

» Article 131 of UK REACH - powers to amend annexes of UK REACH by Statutory Instrument
(expect to normally be by the negative procedure).

« Section 140 of the Environment Act 2021 — powers to amend non-protected articles of UK
REACH. Requires a formal consultation & Statutory Instrument to be made under affirmative
procedure.

Will take longer to implement

* Primary legislation — very wide-ranging changes to UK REACH may require primary legislation.
v

It is likely we will develop different proposals on different timescales — and will need to consider
how we package this.
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Potential Objectives

Improving protection of human health and the environment by focussing on key risks in
the GB context and ensuring UK REACH evolves with scientific developments.

Streamlining processes (such as restriction), whilst maintaining scientific rigour, to
speed up decision making.

Improving join-up between authorisation & restriction.

Reducing duplication of effort between UK REACH and chemicals regulations
elsewhere (such as the EU). This will enable us to focus more resources on GB-
specific risks.

Implementing priorities that emerge from the Chemicals Strategy, for example on
unintentional mixtures, large groups of chemicals and new regulatory approaches. his
will ensure that UK REACH can address emerging issues effectively.

Maximising join-up between UK REACH and other UK chemicals regimes — ensuring
that the risks of chemicals are addressed holistically, consistently and comprehensively.

Questions

1.

What changes to UK REACH would you like to see emerge from this project?

What problems with UK REACH have you identified since it has been operating?

2.
3. What changes that the EU are proposing do you think are most worthwhile?
4.

What other issues do you think we should be addressing?

Project to improve UK REACH







Engaging with stakeholders

* We plan to work closely with stakeholders throughout this process.

« However, we recognise that you are already investing in other areas of chemicals
policy — notably the strategy and alternative transitional registration model.

» We therefore would like your views on the best way to seek your input at this early
stage in the project.

* We propose to engage with you during the “discovery phase” by:
* Regular engagement through pre-existing regular meetings

« Through engagement on the Chemicals Strategy (particularly the workshop on
regulation, scheduled for 11 August)

» Day-long workshop on outcomes for this project in early September
» Shorter follow-up workshops on specifics parts of UK REACH later in September

Questions:
1. What are your views on the overall proposed approach to engagement?
2. How many workshops would you be willing/able to attend on this?

3. Would you prefer the key opportunity to engage to be a single day-long workshop, or
several shorter workshops?

4. Which stakeholders should we be engaging at the early stages of this project?

Project to improve UK REACH







Next Steps

» We will take your feedback into account and look to circulate our
plans to engage with you soon.

* We look forward to engaging with you on this subject as it develops
over the coming months.

Project to improve UK REACH
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