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Management COMMITTEE 01/2020
MINUTES






Meeting at A.I.S.E. offices on 

Tuesday 21 January 2020, 10:30–16:00 

Participants

	Giorgia de Berardinis, Colgate-Palmolive
Ian Croft, Mc Bride
Bernd Glassl, IKW

Christelle Henry, Afise

Ad Jespers, Diversey

Gerard Luijkx, Unilever
Dieter, Nickel, Henkel
Eleni Papadimitriou, PG

Thomas Rauch, IHO

Rob Roggeband, PG

Françoise Van Tiggelen, Detic
Ed Whittle, SC Johnson
By phone:

Pilar Espina, Adelma (part)

	From A.I.S.E:

Francesca Angiulli (part)

Dominic Byrne (part)

Sascha Nissen 

Giulia Sebastio (part)

Valérie Séjourné

Mohamed Temsamani 
Susanne Zänker

Apologies:

Marten Kops, NVZ


	


1. WELCOME AND OPENING 

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed the participants. A new member representing McBride was introduced, namely Ian Croft; a short Tour de Table was undertaken to introduce the different participants. 

The competition law compliance rules were reminded, and all agreed to adhere.
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 


The revised agenda (vs2) was approved including the following additions/ changes: 

5.6. ERASM


3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES & REVIEW OF ACTIONS OF LAST MEETING (11/19)

The Minutes of the last meeting were approved.

Concerning the actions from the last meeting: 

· Point 4.4 Microbial Product and Biocides/ ECJ Advocate General’s advice: Due to lack of resources, the issue had not been pursued. 

· Point 4.14 Explosive Precursors: A.I.S.E. had sent its comments end of last year. The Commission acknowledged receipt and stated that those will be looked at. The next Commission expert meeting is on 3 and 4 June 2020.

· All other actions from the last meeting were carried out and/ or covered through the agenda. 

4.  KEY TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION/ APPROVAL
REGULATORY /SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES
4.1. European Green Deal





  (S.Nissen, M.Temsamani)
The A.I.S.E. team has started to screen the content of the Green Deal, analysing how our industry sector may be impacted. Next step will be a first detailed assessment by the Sustainability Steering Group on 23 January, looking into:

-
level of priority for us, 

-
A.I.S.E. achievements/current contribution (at the SSG with focus on aspects linked to 
sustainability), 

-
opportunities / risks for business in our industry sector and 

-
how A.I.S.E. may provide support (via existing initiatives, potential new activities, etc.). 

The outcome will then be shared with the Advocacy Steering Group, who will continue the assessment at their meeting on 29 January; other aspects which go beyond sustainability (e.g. toxic free environment (soil, water, air), “hazardous chemicals”, etc.) will be looked at as well; in addition, positions of other industry partners (such as the ‘European partnership for alternative approaches to animal testing (EPAA)’ should be considered. In this context, S. Zänker informed the Management Committee that the outcome of the assessment may impact A.I.S.E.’s workplan.
ACTION: 


- A.I.S.E. team and relevant expert groups and committees to contribute to the assessment

Background

On 11 December 2019, the European Commission published its communication on the European Green Deal (see email, sent by M. Temsamani on 11 December 19); especially in view of the outcome of the recent COP 25 Conference in Madrid, the Commission plans are very ambitious (i.e. no net emissions of greenhouse gases in 2050 and to increase the EU’s greenhouse gas emission reductions target for 2030 to at least 50% and towards 55% compared with 1990 levels), providing an aspiring framework for Europe with opportunities for our industry sector (e.g. bearing in mind the achievements made via the Charter). In addition to greenhouse gas reductions to mitigate the climate change, other topics are mentioned in a roadmap, which has been provided as annex to the Green Deal, including a Sustainable Products Policy, a revised Circular Economy action plan (version 2.0), ‘empower’ consumers with verifiable and comparable info on products, etc. (see presentation for details).

4.2. CLP and LLDC update






(D.Byrne)
CLP Annex VII - Workability




Following January’s CARACAL workshop on CLP Annex VIII workability, the Secretariat is working to prepare written comments on the technical requirements of the Interchangeable Component Group.  The CLP Steering Group has identified that changes to these requirements in the January 2020 draft legal text are of concern.  Considering Commission Services firm intention to adopt the second amendment to CLP Annex VIII during April 2020, the Secretariat aims to provide comments that:

· reflect the concerns of the CLP SG,
· propose solutions that may be satisfactory for all stakeholders, 

· minimise the scope for interpretation by Commission Services. 

Post meeting note: Comments were provided via DUCC on the 31st January 2020.

Lactic Acid – Harmonised Classification and Labelling

The Management Committee welcomed the news that A.I.S.E. advocacy had resulted in a revision to the RAC Opinion on L-(+)-lactic acid.   

2019 RAC Opinions on 1,4-dioxane and borates

The Management Committee provided the following instruction to the Secretariat:

1,4-dioxane: 
· Monitoring of regulatory developments on this substance – developments driven by environmental hazard(s) identified to be of greater concern than those driven by human health hazard(s).   

· CESIO outreach to be undertaken in relation to forthcoming CLH discussion at CARACAL

· Action completed.
Borates: 

· Active engagement in forthcoming CLH discussion at CARACAL not required.

· Monitoring and liaison with the European Borates Association.

· As part of monitoring activities, the Management Committee supports the Secretariat issuing a 
“call for data” should it be requested by CESIO or the European Borates Association.

Substance specific advocacy: 

The Management Committee reconfirmed that the following principles should be adhered to: 

· Need to be decided on a case-by-case basis by the Management Committee.  

· It should be used to defend non-substance specific principles (e.g. the use of organic acids in 
non-extreme pH formulations) rather than a specific substance.
· Support from more than 3 members is required for a substance to be considered of enough 
interest for further discussion at MC-level.  
Enforcement – REACH-EN-FORCE-8

The Management Committee instructed the Secretariat to inform relevant working groups within A.I.S.E. membership of this development.  This action was completed on 27 January 2020.

LLDC – PSP Update
The Management Committee welcomed news that the incident trend for LLDCs had recommenced a downward trend after a period of stasis.  It was identified that voluntary testing criteria for enclosures (via a future PSP update) could be a useful avenue for the LLDC SG to consider/explore.
LLDC – ISO Standard Update

During this discussion, the Management Committee sought clarification on the scope of ISO standard, specifically if child impeding packaging was in scope.  Following on from this discussion, the Secretariat can report that the following aspects within scope of the ISO standard on liquid laundry detergent capsules:

· Capsule / aversive agent.
· Capsule / mechanical integrity.
· Packaging / capsule visibility.
· Packaging / child impeding closures.
· Labelling  
In the context of child impeding closures, the ISO standard will aim to emphasise principles and objectives, rather than to impose specific design options. The standard is technology-neutral and should not impair innovation. Reference to existing standards (ISO and other of relevance) on child-safe packaging performance tests is under consideration - however new or not-standardised performance testing shall not be included.
It was also highlighted that DETIC could provide additional support to this initiative as they monitor ISO activity of relevance.  However, to do so would require engagement of the Belgian standards authority.  
ACTION: 


- Secretariat to discuss with DETIC and explore this option further.  

4.3. UN GHS activities






(D.Byrne)

The following topics were presented and discussed:

Digitalisation of Hazard Label Elements:

The Secretariat reported that (if this current work is successful), parallel implementation of the current physical label and digitalised label elements can be expected as an outcome.  Whilst not the optimal outcome, it is a realistic outcome and a next step towards simplification of the physical hazard label.  

Subsequently a period of parallel implementation would be necessary to demonstrate that Industry can accurately and reliably implement digital hazard communication.  In turn, this would form the basis for a follow up discussion at GHS level to justify simplification of the physical hazard label.  It was stressed that for this strategy to proceed as outlined, Industry must demonstrate a near 100 % compliance rate in the implementation of digitalised hazard communication. 

The Management Committee welcomed the update on this work and acknowledged the long-term nature of this project.

3 % Generic Concentration Limit:

Considering the business case, resource requirement, likelihood of access and political opposition (at GHS level) to this project, the MC recommended that work cease on this activity. In response, the Secretariat acknowledged the validity of these points, but highlighted that this project should be subject to an ordered wind down over the course of 2020.  Committing some resourcing to an orderly wind of this project demonstrates that A.I.S.E. are a thorough, responsible and reliable sector association at GHS level.

Conclusion: The Management Committee agreed that this project should be wound down in an orderly manner over the course of 2020
4.4. Microplastics
(for information)

Management Committee members were updated on the status of the activities related to the Microplastic Restriction. It was pointed out that pressure is still very high on this dossier as well as efforts required in terms of input preparation and liaison with other associations. 

In terms of timeline, two key meetings are the RAC and SEAC in March that will be the last ones for the Restriction. The RAC opinion will then be finalized, while the SEAC opinion will be subject to  a 60-days public consultation before being sent to the EU Commission. 

F. Angiulli summarized what she considers to be the key points that will impact the sector and that are still under discussion (refer to slides). The next F2F of the Microplastics Task Force is planned on 4 February to prepare the A.I.S.E. input to the RAC/SEAC and to strategize on a more detailed workplan till the end of 2020 in defending also communication aspects.
4.5. Charter 2020+:

 







- Status update 
So far, 50 manufacturing companies have migrated to Charter 2020+. With this membership and corresponding income via membership fees, about 60% of the forecasted budget for 2020 would be covered already (note: deadline for migration is 30 June 2020). In addition, 13 retailers have signed the new commitment letter, most of those operating in Germany. It was highlighted from Management Committee members that retailers would be an important target group for Charter 2020+ membership engagement, third party recognition and communication to consumers. S. Nissen confirmed that all retailers in the Charter have been informed on the launch of Charter 2020+ and that those have also been invited to the Charter symposium (see below; Eurocommerce, which was also invited, has informed their membership on this A.I.S.E. event with its newsletter). It was further mentioned that IKW organized on 25 November 2019 a targeted workshop with German retailers, where A.I.S.E. presented Charter 2020+.
ACTION: 


- SSG to prepare strategic approach on retailer engagement (S.Nissen). 
- 1st Charter 2020+ Symposium (12/2/20)




(S.Nissen)

So far, about 60 delegates have registered to join this 1st Charter 2020+ symposium on 12 February 2020 in Brussels, incl. representatives from the A.I.S.E. industry network, industry network, manufacturing Charter members and non-Charter members, retailers, value chain partners (ingredients, packaging) + APPLiA and Ginetex, the European Commission, and other stakeholders. The current version of the programme was shared (see presentation for details); this will be finalised by the SSG in the coming days. 

- Other promotion and communication activities



(S.Nissen)

The new Charter info portal and technical platform has been launched. The revamp was needed due to the outdated technology the old platform was built on. Content has been streamlined and access has been facilitated.

In addition, activities to promote the Charter will continue in the coming months, including presentations to external stakeholders and at industry events at European and local level (see presentation for details).
- Launch of the ESC tool 8.0.1. 





(F.Angiulli)


An updated version 8.0.1 of the A.I.S.E. ESC calculation tool is now available, replacing v8.0 launched in July 2019. The changes implemented as of v8.0 triggered a major update, introducing changes related to the ESC methodology that will impact all formulations as they apply to all ingredients and to all product categories. It is not expected that the number of products qualifying for ASP criteria will significantly change. Nevertheless, it is required to re-verify all formulations. To account for the extent of this exercise, the timing allowed for the implementation of the ESC v8.0 and its updates is longer than the tradition 12 months. The Management Committee was encouraged to plan carefully the re-verification of the portfolio to ensure the phase out of the previous ESC version. A communication with exhaustive explanation notes was sent to all Charter members on 10 January 2020. 
- ASP criteria for Toilet Blocks





(S.Nissen)
The Management Committee approved the SSG proposal to kick-of the work on the development of new Charter product standards for toilet blocks.

The SSG proposal follows a pragmatic approach, for which no extra budget would be needed: for a start, it should be sufficient to make use of information which may already exist at company level. An LCA to confirm the main environmental impact of this product category can then be carried out at a later stage. A.I.S.E. team resources to manage the project are available.
ACTION: 


- Seek final approval by the Board (S.Nissen)

4.6. Ex-post review of the Detergent Regulation                                   
(G.Sebastio)

- Overall strategy

- Delegated act for Annex VII

- Strategy to engage with external stakeholders

Secretariat reiterated the industry position for the ex-post review of the detergent regulation to concentrate on the duplication and inconsistencies with regards to labelling requirements with a focus on how digitalization can be used. The short-and-long term opportunities to achieve this were then outlined as well as the actions being taken by A.I.S.E. to address the short-term activities.

Regarding more long-term activities, two areas have been identified by Secretariat where engaging with external stakeholders could facilitate the A.I.S.E. agenda:

-
Solving unclear labelling of ingredients via digital means

-
Conveying information on dosage

The Management Committee agreed that the advocacy strategy for these two areas should be developed by Secretariat at technical level.

This strategy could include engagement with external stakeholders to build strategy alliances (include stakeholders like, authorities, consumer/ environmental NGOs)

4.7. Digital transition and consumer information



(V.Séjourné)

The Management Committee was updated on the outcome of the second workshop which took place on 16 January 2020, based on recommendations from both Management Committee and Board end November 2019. They were also informed on the Commission study on better consumer information and digitalisation (tender for which contractor is still to be confirmed), which is overall very supportive of our BRES agenda.

The key deliverables in the Roadmap were broadly supported. There were a few suggestions notably concerning the overall objective that we seek to reach, and it was agreed that this was to “ensure confidence in our products and their safe use by consumers”. This should be added to the workshop reco.
Also, comments on the specific wording for some deliverables were made such as on the scope, notably for objective 1, where some advised not to call it a database but “messaging”. On the Tools to be used to ensure consumer access (objective 3), it was confirmed that all options were still open for consideration and that there was not a specific tool recommended at this stage. The actual research and analysis will be recommended. It was also indicated that a more imminent need for a position paper, or public statement on the misleading apps (e.g. Code check; Yuka, upcoming Menag’ Score) might be needed in the near future though by A.I.S.E.

Overall, the Management Committee supported the 4 elements outlined in the Roadmap which are as following:  « OUR VISION: ENSURE CONFIDENCE IN OUR PRODUCTS & THEIR SAFE USE BY CONSUMERS »

1) Proactive and common ingredient messaging: Relevant, science-based, regularly updated, consumer friendly industry ingredients messaging (nomenclature, function, safety and regulatory information)

2) Standardisation of the information: Consistent and harmonised template for product ingredients listing by industry (e.g. common frame/format/nomenclature); facilitate their access by external audiences

3) Consumer access: Adequate consumer reach out of the above information, via amplifiers, partners etc (see above – which tools are the most appropriate?)

4) Better labels: Consumer relevant and easy-to-understand product labels via simplification and supplemental online information – Pilot a project with real brands?

The Management Committee’s advice was not to provide too much details at this stage for the Board presentation in February 2020; it was also recommended that the work should be pursued in a step-wise approach, seeking progress on the various deliverables (after Board’s approval and inclusion in the A.I.S.E. Work Programme), securing good internal coordination between the various A.I.S.E. staff  due to the very broad nature of this exercise.
ACTION: 


- Submit proposal to Board for next steps (V.Séjourné)

4.8. Indoor Air Quality                                            



(G.Sebastio)
The A.I.S.E. IAQ Working Group was created firstly to discuss health related concerns with products of A.I.S.E. members and their link with indoor air quality.

The group spearheaded several initiatives on this point in the past. However, more recently, discussions have also focused on the impact of VOC from indoor air into outdoor air, with mix-up between the issues of human safety and environment. 

This has led to a modification in the mandate where the IAQ WG will need to respond.

Due to the upcoming “risks”, on 16 October, the Management Committee agreed that this topic will deserve increased attention in A.I.S.E. and welcomed a revamp of the scope and activities of the IAQ WG in order to better tackle this emerging issue. It was also mentioned to liaise with US HCPA for potential synergies and set an ambitious agenda for the coming years.

Steps have been taken to do this at Secretariat level, with some preliminary discussions at technical level. Following preliminary discussions, the IAQ WG asked for the Management Committee’s opinion on some of the principles presented to understand what “direction” could be considered as acceptable regarding a proposal.

Options for a way forward were presented to the Management Committee, and the initial discussion led to the following:

-
The need for a proactive approach was supported.
-
The Management Committee supported a plan where WHO limits could be considered as 
these are being cited in the Green New Deal. Since the A.I.S.E. PSP on Air Fresheners takes 
these limits into account, the option of extending the PSP in this light could be supported. It 
was advised that the IAQ WG could consider which other VOCs have limits established by 
WHO. This would include the possibility of expanding the PSP beyond air fresheners.

-
A revamp of the IAQ WG, with the consideration of new TOR and extension to new members 
was agreed. 

-
The IAQ WG should consider a plan for how to deal with media impact on the topic

-
The IAQ WG to consider key VOCs on which A.I.S.E. should establish a position

-
Possible inclusion of the professional sector

-
Secretariat was mandated to carry out a thorough assessment on the landscape (technical 
and non-technical) on the topic to assess the situation 

-
To ensure good communication with HCPA who have done a lot of work on this topic.

ACTIONS: 


- IAQ WG to discuss the revamped scope of the WG and propose a new TOR to the 
Management Committee (G.Sebastio)

- Secretariat to carry out a thorough assessment on the landscape (technical and non-
technical) on the topic to assess the situation, ensure good alignment with HCPA 
(G.Sebastio).
4.9. REACH and Framework Directive                    



(G.Sebastio)
Following the positive result of A.I.S.E.’s involvement in REACH Review Action 3, and our engagement in the DUCC/CEFIC PILOT ON EXPOSURE SCENARIOS AND SUPPLY CHAIN COMMUNICATION (links to reports), the Management Committee acknowledged the importance of being engaged in this activity. In November, the creation of a Task Force to follow this topic on an ad hoc basis was approved. The importance of continuing to stay engaged in this project was re-iterated.

ACTION: 


- Companies to provide candidates for the REACH Review Action 3 TF by the end of 
January 2020 (REACH WG)
ADVOCACY & COMMUNICATION ISSUES 
4.10. Cleanright.eu revamp: progress




(V.Séjourné)
The Comms team is finalizing the last preparations before the launch of the new cleanrigth.eu portal. 3 videos recently produced were shared (on the Charter, Safe use icons, Read the label) and were very much welcomed by the members. It was mentioned though that it is better to seek a final input from the Management Committee members as regards the FAQ section that is planned for Cleanright, as this includes some sensitive questions (e.g. on microplastics, EDC, …). Members were given until Friday 24 January to provide any final feedback to this to A.I.S.E.

The site will be first launched in English, probably week of 3rd Feb and the other language versions will follow progressively based on translated texts to be validated by the network.
ACTION: 


- Provide final comments (MC)

4.11. 2020 Exhibition in European Parliament/Events: status

(V.Séjourné) 
Members were informed that this project is postponed to e.g. end 2020 (Forum 3 December TBC), subject to more analysis by A.I.S.E. and APPLiA on their strategic input to the Green Deal, and potential areas of collaboration. This stepwise approach has been recommended so as not to set too high/premature expectations on our two sectors (should we have maintained an event in the European Parliament in April).
5. FOR INFORMATION ONLY

5.1. 
Key points from PC&H






(S.Zänker)

At PC&H Steering Group meeting of the previous day (20 January 2020) the priorities for 2020-2021 were reviewed and the following key topics identified:
-  
Legislative issues related to CLP, Biocides, Medical Devices, BPR and Detergent Regulation 
Review: to be continued

- 
Organic food production and emerging legislation: to be added

-
 Enzymes safe handling: to be added

- 
Sustainability and Green Deal: to be assessed and potential initiatives/ position to be 
developed

- 
Awareness raising: to be reinforced building on the hospital event in Delta last year and the 
connection with Clean Hospital; also, through events and presence at Interclean.
5.2. Single use plastics Directive: Implementing Acts 


(M.Temsamani)
The Commission workshop aimed at refining harmonised marking under the SUP Directive took place on 18 October.  The morning session (plenary) served the purpose of sharing the preliminary comments received from stakeholders during the written consultation on preferred options to communicate information to consumers. The afternoon was dedicated to discussion in smaller groups divided by product category. A.I.S.E. attended the sub-group on wet wipes where our preference for logos over text was reiterated. 

DG ENVI confirmed that its favoured approach regarding marking requirements would be to go for logos rather than additional text. It was recognised that the latter may prove an additional burden for companies and lead to difficulties in the protection of the European Single Market for cleaning wet wipes. However, translation of some of the requirements of the SUP Directive into logos may prove to be a challenge. Further exchanges are required to solve the challenge and A.I.S.E. has committed itself to take part in further consultations. In relation to the discussions on scope and inclusion/exclusion of natural polymers, we have not yet received feedback regarding the conclusions of the Academia workshop that took place in December. The Commission is still busy finalising the minutes of that meeting, which will be shared with A.I.S.E.

5.3. Publication Factsheet on Palm Kernel Oil Derivatives 

(F.Angiulli)
As per pre-read: The Bio-based Task Force has finalized a one-pager factsheet to explain how ‘Palm Kernel Oil derivatives’ are used in detergents and the efforts of the industry to sustainably source them. The factsheet has been prepared to increase the visibility of related sector activities via a clear and transparent communication towards stakeholders and it will be shortly available on the A.I.S.E. website. This material has been finalized with the support of RSPO, who will also help A.I.S.E. in advertising such publication. The need for additional communication material will be assessed in 2020 considering the new Green Deal focus on bio-based solutions. 

5.4. Biocidal Products:
Update on ongoing activities






(S.Zänker)
As per pre-read: The Biocides Working Group is currently addressing the following issues:

· Biocidal Product Families Concepts: different cases in order to define principles in relation to the Q&A document had been discussed at the last CA meeting which will be followed up at the next one, also in collaboration with CEFIC and EBPF. 

· In-can preservatives: Political advocacy to be continued to secure future availability of preservatives. ECHA has started to look on the risk assessment for the skin sensitizers and engaged in a discussion with CEPE. This is to be pursued with CEPE to identify the next advocacy steps.

· BIT: Discussion with BIT took place back in November with the aim to get prepared for a possible revision of the current SCL for skin sensitization, provided new data can be supplied. Despite several reminders to the suppliers no progress has been made at this stage, action to be pursued.

· Insecticides/ Repellents: Together with EBPF validation studies are under way in some laboratories for room tests (“Arm in cage” tests) that will be further progressed.

· Other topics: Dietary Risk Assessment, Disinfectants Efficacy, potentially Endocrine Disruptor

· More details can be obtained, if wished or through your corresponding company representative. 

5.5. EPAA update







(R.Roggeband)
The Co-Chair of EPAA, R. Roggeband referred to the upcoming workshop by ECETOC on exposure-based waiving for chemicals to which EPAA was invited to become an official supporter. The workshop will be in May, and as A.I.S.E. sees also a benefit, it agreed that EPAA’s involvement makes sense.

5.6
ERASM

The chair of the ERASM Steering Group, G. Luijkx suggested the topics of the ERASM work plan to be outlined at the next Management Committee meeting to forecast the FTE into the work plan. On the financial aspect this would be for the MC in April, as the next ERASM Steering Group meeting to assess the budgetary needs is taking place end of March. The recommendations from both MC will be fed to the Board meeting discussion end of April.

ACTION:


- Include ERASM into the April Management Committee meeting agenda for discussion (S. 
Zänker)

6. NEXT MEETING DATE: 




 Tuesday, 10 March 2020, 10:30 – 16:00, Brussels (Bluepoint Center, jointly with NAC)


Document name: 2020-01-21 MC Minutes




     A.I.S.E., 4 February 20 

