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1. WELCOME AND OPENING 
The Chairman opened the web conference by welcoming all participants. S. Zänker took the opportunity to introduce the new A.I.S.E. Team Colleague Lina Dunauskiene, who started on 1st April. Lina is covering the PC&H topics, leading the PC&H Steering Group, and coordinating the work and secretariat of the DUCC platform. Due to the COVID 19 lockdown situation, she is still in Lithuania, meaning that the on-boarding with only virtual communication means is challenging for her. The Management Committee members, in particular from the PC&H sector, offered also to provide support through individual calls.
The participants were reminded of the competition law compliance rules and all agreed to adhere to them. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The agenda was approved as modified and distributed (v2). 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES & REVIEW OF ACTIONS OF LAST MEETING (10 March 2020)
APPROVAL OF MINUTES JOINT NAC/MC MEETING (10 March 2020)

The minutes of the last meeting jointly by NAC and MC, held by web conference on 10 March 2020, were approved; the objective was to finalise the A.I.S.E. 2020 – 2021 work plan, considering the comments made during the meeting. The action was completed, and the revised work plan shared in pre-reading with the Board for their discussion and approval on 29 April. 

The minutes of last meeting Management Committee meeting held by web conference on 10 March 2020 were approved with the corrections made by B. Glassl to the point on CLP/ PCCs. The new version has been uploaded on extranet. All actions were either completed or will be covered by the agenda during the meeting for an update and/ or discussion.

Both minutes are available on A.I.S.E extranet.

4. CRISIS PREPAREDNESS
4.1. COVID 19 crisis





  
(M. Temsamani)

Management Committee members were informed about the advocacy actions that were carried out by A.I.S.E. secretariat and its network of associations since the outbreak of the public health crisis in Europe. It was recognised that due to the EU/Commission’s lack of leadership, the nature of the issue (i.e. health/sanitary crisis), and based on the direct experience from companies, national authorities were best placed to solve practical issues faced by the industry.

A.I.S.E. will continue to play a coordination role in the crisis and help centralise the information, aggregate results of reporting exercises to DG SANTE, and publicly position the industry as a key player. It was also recommended that in case an issue could not be solved at national level, it should be escalated by National Associations at EU-level to the A.I.S.E secretariat. The secretariat would then reach out to Commission with the hope the issue could be solved though a top-down approach with the relevant European member state.

The specific case of Slovakia where increased administrative burden and red tape was raised with the secretariat. A.I.S.E. will therefore reach out to DG GROW to raise the issue and help solve the situation. 

ACTIONS:
· A.I.S.E. to continue to support its members in addressing the consequences of the COVID-19 crisis in Europe and raise concerns at political level when necessary (i.e. availability of substances, essential sector status, export limitations, practical guide for companies on fast-tracking supply, and EU exit strategy. (M. Temsamani/E. Cazelle)
· A.I.S.E. team to address potential delays and scenario-planning at working group level and M. Temsamani to draw up the learnings of the public health crisis for recommendations on future actions/change to A.I.S.E. mission.

· A.I.S.E. to reach to DG GROW with the aim to raise the problematic situation in Slovakia. (M. Temsamani)
· A.I.S.E. to continue its work on the cross-industry alliance with Cefic/EBPF, FECC). (E. Cazelle)
4.2. Overview of postponed implementation deadlines or 

(M. Temsamani)

Commission
documents due to Coronavirus

Members were informed about the launch of an internal scenario-planning exercise to align A.I.S.E. work programme activities with new timelines and deliverables (EU recovery plan, regulatory and policy postponements, etc). 

ACTIONS:

· A.I.S.E. team to address potential delays and scenario-planning at working group level (All A.I.S.E. issue managers)
REGULATORY /SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES

4.3. European Green Deal



        (S. Nissen, M. Temsamani)
The Management Committee was debriefed on the outcome of the 1st web conference meeting of the A.I.S.E. Green Deal consultation panel, which took place on 26 March 2020. This panel was installed with the objective to prepare a proposal for strategic decision for the June Board, including gap analysis and identification of potential activities. Focus so far has been put on the following chapters of the Green Deal, which are of priority for us, i.e.:

· Industrial strategy for Europe

· Circular Economy

· Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability

· Climate Action

For details, see presentation.

In this context, there was some discussion on EU recovery plans in response to the economic crisis triggered by the current health/sanitary crisis. It was agreed to be in principle supportive and positive on the COM Green Deal proposals and related time plans, but to also follow a practical approach, e.g. using the crisis as opportunity, in which our industry sector is being recognized as important and relevant. In addition, it was suggested to re-sharpen our position in the context of the risk-hazard discussion and the plastics tax.

4.4. Charter 2020+:







(S. Nissen)

4.4.1. Current membership status and funding
Management Committee members were informed that so far 77 manufacturing companies have migrated to Charter 2020+, covering 91% of the self-funded budget via membership fees for this year; this represents an income of about 200K, with a current shortfall of 20K versus the budget. It was confirmed that the current situation is rather positive, being close to the target. The A.I.S.E. team will continue its activities to approach those Charter members, which are still in Charter version 2010; indeed, those efforts are paying off, with 15 new manufacturing companies in Charter 2020+ since mid-March. The Sustainability Steering Group will re-assess the situation in June.
ACTION: 
· Re-assess the membership situation of Charter 2020+ and keep Management Committee up to date (SSG).
4.4.2. Proposal for more efficient governance
Approved (in principle):

The Management Committee approved in principle the SSG proposal about the appointment of a Charter Advisory Committee to improve the governance of Charter 2020+ (see presentation). Objective is to strengthen the Charter members’ engagement and in parallel reduce resources of the SSG so it can focus on more strategic aspects.  

However, a robust legal assessment was requested especially regarding the proposed governance structure and the engagement of those companies that are not members of the A.I.S.E. industry network. 
ACTION: 
· Carry out legal assessment and prepare terms of reference as soon as new legal staff has been onboarded (S. Nissen; new A.I.S.E. legal manager).
4.5. Digital transition and consumer information


(V. Séjourné)

Management Committee members were updated with progress made since the last Management Committee meeting in March. In summary, regarding organization of the work, the proposal to dismantle the BRES group and pass the lead on this overall work to the Digitalisation Working Group was supported, provided “history” and learnings from BRES would not be lost. The budget carry-over was also supported, for the benefit of the relevant activities in the Roadmap that would require it.

The issue of lack of membership to the Ingredients Messaging Task Force was flagged and call for more members was made. It was indicated that this should be tabled to the Board to confirm that this was indeed a priority project.

ACTIONS: 

· BRES Working Group to be dismantled (A.I.S.E. secretariat). 
· Budget to be passed to Digitalisation Working Group.
· Companies to appoint members to the Digitalisation Working Group and more importantly, to the Ingredients messaging Task Force (MC).
Post meeting note: 

After the Management Committee web call, 4 new names were provided to the Ingredient messaging Task Force, so the work can start.
4.6. CLP Annex VIII







(D. Byrne)

The Management Committee was advised of the latest developments in the CLP Annex VIII workability process, the Secretariat’s assessment of these developments and the next planned steps.  In summary:

· A final CARACAL consultation on the second amendment to CLP Annex VIII has been scheduled for 15 May via WebEx.  Commission Services will pursue adoption of the second amendment following this consultation.  However, as of 28 April, a revised draft legal text has not been disseminated by Commission Services to stakeholders.

· The timing of the above CARACAL consultation will delay the Commission’s previously stated timeline of adoption for the second amendment. It was previously reported that adoption would occur by the end Q1 2020, however adoption is now estimated to occur sometime in Q2 2020 (current forecast: late-June or early-July).  In turn this delay reduces the time available for Commission Services to adopt the second amendment before the European Parliament summer recess (formal deadline 15 July).

· CEFIC, following discussion with Commission Services, has reported that there have been discussions ongoing within Commission Services about a potential postponement of applicability.  DG GROW is thought to be in favour of postponement, the position of DG ENV has not been confirmed.  Although this intelligence has not yet been independently verified it is thought to be reliable and contemporary.

· Considering the above, the Secretariat (via DUCC) is preparing written CARACAL comments which highlight the challenges posed on industry by the delayed adoption of CLP Annex VIII.  These comments will not explicitly call for postponement, rather they will aim to provide Commission Services with political cover by emphasising the difficulties faced by downstream formulators. 
4.7. Ex-post review of the Detergent Regulation


(G. Sebastio)

The Management Committee was given the opportunity to ask questions with regards to the advocacy strategy that was circulated for the Detergent Regulation. 

It was noted that the strategy is more proactive for consumer facing products. However, with regards to the professional sector, action to prevent negative outcome and avoid amendments to essential elements of the regulation is relevant to the needs of the Professional Sector.

The Advocacy Strategy for the Detergent Regulation was approved by the Management Committee.

4.8. Update on Polymers Requiring Registration under 

(J. Robinson)
REACH
The Management Committee was reminded of the recommendation from the A.I.S.E. Secretariat and Board for more direct involvement in the Commission’s activities to develop criteria for registration of certain polymers under REACH, and was updated on steps to convene a dedicated A.I.S.E. task force on the subject as agreed by the REACH Implementation Working Group. The Management Committee noted its approval in principle for the recommended way forward and was asked to endorse by written consultation the final draft Terms of Reference, which would be circulated after the meeting.  During this consultation, the Management Committee members were also invited to check the list of nominated participants and to identify any additional experts who should be involved.

ACTION: 
· Written approval of Terms of Reference for Polymers TF and nomination of any additional experts by 8 May. (MC)
4.9. Microplastics







(J. Robinson)

The Management Committee was updated on the status of the restriction proposal, including a web meeting of SEAC scheduled to take place immediately after this meeting (see slides).  It was noted that input from the membership is important in developing A.I.S.E.’s advocacy positions; the technical webinar on microplastics on 9 June will be a key opportunity to engage the network for political advocacy after the adoption of the RAC and SEAC opinions.  It was agreed that the need for members’ input should also be emphasised at the Board.
Post meeting note: 

In the SEAC meeting on 28 April it was communicated that the combined final opinions of RAC and SEAC would be available only in December 2020 at the earliest.
4.10. ERASM




(J. Robinson/G. Luijkx/ S. Zänker)

An overview of the on-going activities was provided (see also slides), also reminding the objective of ERASM, the joint CESIO and A.I.S.E. platform on environmental risks assessment and human safety linked to surfactants. Current key projects for which (funding) decisions were requested are as follows:

· LCA study on RSPO: the manuscript for the Phase 1 report is in its final stages.  Phase 2 of the project will now compare certified RSPO against non-certified palm oil with tracking over time, by country and by grower type, with a report to be ready for peer review and/or publication in May 2021.  Companies were asked to confirm their interest, and the ERASM Steering Committee agreed to sponsor at 3k€ per company, with the total not expected to exceed 30k€.

· Comparative sensitivity of daphnia species to surfactants: Cefic is following up legal/IP questions to be resolved prior to commencement.  The ERASM Steering Committee agreed that the data would be available to all A.I.S.E. and CESIO companies (for use under REACH etc.).  Costs are proposed to be taken from the ERASM general budget (to be confirmed).

· Marine Biodegradation: following pre-testing the green light has been given to proceed with the full testing (on schedule, provided the lab is not forced to close by the Covid-19 crisis).  The Steering Committee agreed separate payment of travel expenses not included in the original proposal.

· Eye Damage/Irritation: the ERASM Steering Committee agreed to share data with the Cosmetics Europe Task Force Eye Irritation to serve as a test set for the Defined Approach for surfactants.  A MoU or NDA is to be drawn up.

· Inhalation toxicity for general surfactants: it was agreed not to purchase literature research from ACC, but to increase knowledge in the HH Technical Committee using expertise from Fraunhofer Institute. A NDA will be prepared and the cost of an initial presentation investigated.

Three new project proposals have been presented: one on Scientific principles for grouping, category formation and read-across for surfactants was deemed high priority for A.I.S.E. (of value for Polymers Requiring Registration (REACH), but also potentially Poison Centres Notification (CLP)) and may require funding in 2020.  R. Roggeband raised the question about the likelihood of success of that project to deliver data to sustain our needs for CLP and REACH. The ERASM Steering Committee will hold a call on 7 May to discuss this further.
Two other projects, on fate of surfactants in rivers/sludge and on material flow analysis to quantify sustainability, will be discussed by the Environment Technical Committee in May/June and a project sheet prepared for each.

The budget forecasted for 2021 is estimated to be around € 252k (to be confirmed at the 7th May ERASM Steering Group meeting) to be covered by the CESIO and A.I.S.E. with each contributing €125k. 

The Management Committee gave its in principle agreement for this contribution by A.I.S.E., awaiting the ERASM Steering Group outcome of its meeting on 7th May.
ADVOCACY & COMMUNICATION ISSUES 

4.11. Future EU-UK partnership Agreements on chemicals

(S. Zänker)
FEA had approached A.I.S.E. with the question about trade negotiations for future EU – UK partnership agreements and A.I.S.E. plans. FEA is advocating for the fact that aerosol products filled in the EU and the UK in line with the Aerosol Dispensers Directive 75/324/EEC and identified with the reversed epsilon ([image: image1.jpg]


) should be traded without quotas or tariffs as part of the Future Trading Relationship discussions. However, aerosol products have no dedicated tariff numbers... and FEA does not want to create new tariff codes dedicated to aerosol products.

The members of the Management Committee were not aware of the issue. They were invited nevertheless to come to A.I.S.E. in case the situation would change. 

4.12. Consumer Habits Survey





(V. Séjourné)

V. Séjourné shared a few more detailed insights on the learnings that were obtained from the habits survey, as presented at the last joint MC/NAC. The dissemination policy as proposed in pre-reading was supported by the Management Committee members (including an embargo date i.e. 1 Sept 2020 and more time needed to analyse and exploit the biocides related part).

ACTION: 
· Secretariat to share results, pending Board approval on 29 April.

5. FOR INFORMATION ONLY
5.1. Cleanright.eu 






(V. Séjourné)
Refer to pre-reads.
5.2. UN GHS







(J. Robinson)
Refer to pre-reads.
5.3. Biocides: short update on in-can preservatives


(E. Cazelle)
Refer to pre-reads.
5.4. Single-use plastics – Implementing Act



(M. Temsamani)

Refer to pre-reads. 
6. NEXT MEETING DATE: 
Tuesday 26 May 2020, 10:30-16:00, by web conference. A lunch break is planned from 12:45 to 13:30. An invitation will be sent in due time.


Document name: 2020-04-28 MC Minutes 



     A.I.S.E., 12 MAY 2020 

