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BOARD MEETING 03/2020
MINUTES














      Webex meeting due to Covid-19 crisis
 Tuesday 9 June 2020, 9:00-11:00 (CEST)
	


Participants




From A.I.S.E.

Mr Giuseppe ABELLO



Ms Francesca ANGIULLI (partly)

Ms Heather
BARKER



Mr Sascha NISSEN

Ms Ana-Maria COURAS



Ms Jan
ROBINSON

Mr Jean-Paul DECHESNE



Ms Valérie SÉJOURNÉ

Ms Virginie
D'ENFERT



Mr Mohamed TEMSAMANI 

Mr Ismaël DJELASSI



Ms Susanne ZÄNKER
Ms Helle FABIANSEN

Mr Charles-François GAUDEFROY

Mr Ludger GRUNWALD

Mr Ad JESPERS

Ms Sari KARJOMAA

Mr Thomas
KEISER

Mr Philip MALPASS

Mr Stefan MUELLER

Ms Anna OBORSKA

Mr Lorenzo POTECCHI

Ms Mihaela
RABU

Mr Thomas
RAUCH (Observer)
Mr Hans RAZENBERG

Mr Arndt SCHEIDGEN (Chair)
Ms Nadia VIVA
1. WELCOME AND REMINDER OF COMPETITION LAW RULES 

The Chairman of the Board welcomed the participants, a complete Board. The compliance rules of the competition law were recalled, and all agreed to adhere. 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The agenda for the meeting was approved with the following additions: 

· New 8:  Brexit and the need for a smooth transition period

· Under 9. Dates: December date to be changed and confirmed. 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES & REVIEW OF ACTIONS OF LAST MEETING (29 April 2020)
The actions of the last meeting were either all carried out or will be covered through the agenda. 

The minutes of that meeting were approved.
4. GOVERNANCE







                 (S.Zänker)
4.1. Last questions before General Assembly
No questions related to the topics for the General Assembly were raised. 
5. SUSTAINABILITY

5.1. Green Deal 






      (S.Nissen/M.Temsamani)
The topic was introduced by S. Zänker, summarising the outcome of the priority assessment of the Green Deal chapters undertaken by the Green Deal Consultation Panel, the Sustainability Steering Group and the Management Committee. For each chapter, the groups to carry on the work within A.I.S.E. were also mentioned, supported by the Advocacy SG, as following:

· I. Circular Economy Action Plan (SSG);
· II. Climate Action (SSG);
· III. Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability (MC);
· IV. Industrial Strategy (Advocacy SG)
It is foreseen to also maintain the A.I.S.E. Green Deal Consultation Panel to address future developments at a horizontal level; in addition, the A.I.S.E. leadership team will ensure close coordination between the different A.I.S.E.  departments (for details, see pre-reading and presentation made at the meeting).
The Board recognised and agreed the Green Deal to become one of the key priorities for our industry sector in the coming years and approved the recommendations of the A.I.S.E. Green Deal Consultation Panel on a first set of activities as follows:

I. Circular Economy Action Plan, addressing the below listed legislative proposals 

· (i) ‘Substantiation of Green claims’

ACTIONS:


- Evaluate the use of the PEF method for assessment of environmental impacts for product categories when reviewing / developing Charter product standards (SSG).

- Engage in Advocacy, with focus on DG ENV (Advocacy team/SSG)
· (ii) ‘Empower Consumers (+ public buyers) in a green transition 

ACTION: 


- Initiate a call for nominations for a PC&H SG/SSG sub-group to address aspects linked to mandatory GPP criteria and targets and other relevant aspects for the PC&H sector in the context of the Green Deal (A.I.S.E.).

· (iii) ‘Sustainable product policy initiative’.

ACTION:

- With focus on a revised Ecodesign Directive and Commission plans widen the scope beyond energy-related products and explore how the Charter can evolve into an EU-supported type of standard for the industry sector (SSG).
II. Climate Action

· (i) Production phase

ACTIONS: 


- Technically assess within the Charter framework voluntary pledge-type objectives, addressing CO2 emissions at the production phase, starting on a basis of 50%+ emissions reductions (2006 – 2030) (SSG).
- Based on this, prepare an industry position in relation to climate change, bearing also in mind the bigger picture, i.e. change of energy mix towards renewables in Europe, green recovery plans, etc. (Advocacy SG, SSG).
· (ii) Use-phase

Several options were presented to the Board, with focus on option 3, which includes:
· Modernise sustainable use panels (laundry/ADW)
· Develop dedicated website to communicate potential GHG savings from lowering average T°.
· Reassure on hygiene/low temp washing and hygiene aspects, i.e. assessment of landscape with special view on the current health & hygiene crisis
· Encourage A.I.S.E. members and interested external partners (e.g. APPLIA & GINETEX, Commission) to actively promote the messages towards stakeholders and consumers (via toolkit + existing company/brand methods).
ACTIONS: 


- Start assessment of expected impact, appropriate hygiene messages linked to Covid and required resources on proposed option 3, with potential to include elements from option 4 (Comms team and SSG). 

III. Chemicals Strategy on Sustainability (CSS): there was general support for the 5 key messages proposed for A.I.S.E.’s response to the public consultation on the Roadmap on the CSS:

- innovative industry that provides solutions;

- call for regulatory framework that is proportionate, sound science and risk focused;

- importance of biocides;

- importance of biodegradability;

- leverage digitalisation.

 A draft will soon be circulated for comment to the Management Committee. 
ACTION: 

- Prepare reply to the Commission Roadmap on CSS by 20 June (MC/A.I.S.E.)

IV. In relation to the EU Industrial Strategy covering competitiveness, socio-economic benefits, Biocides, Single Market and other regulatory issues, the Board supported the proposed approach and mix of horizontal and vertical activities. In order to support the proposal to increase political outreach and advocacy, it was suggested to develop a plan with several options on what that could look like in practise, what (reputational or networking) actions could be undertaken, and what options/resources are needed.
ACTION:

- Develop a plan on how to further increase A.I.S.E. political footprint amongst EU institutions for presentation at next Board meeting (M.Temsamani). 

                                                                             
5.2. Charter 2020+ current membership status and funding


    (S.Nissen)
The Board was informed that the break-even has been reached to secure the Charter funding as separately funded project in 2020 via Charter membership fees. The A.I.S.E. team will continue efforts to directly approach those Charter members, which are still in the old version, reminding them on the deadline for migration, i.e. 30 June 2020. (see presentation for details) 
6. PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP & REGULATORY AFFAIRS



6.1.  Microplastics








In view of the webinar scheduled in the afternoon and the currently on-going discussion in the ECHA SEAC meeting, the Board was invited to join the webinar where the latest news would be shared.

6.2. CLP Annex VIII 








It was referred to the comprehensive update in the meeting guide. The reaction to the letter sent to the cabinets of the Commissioners for a further postponement of the implementation date of Annex VIII to CLP is still awaited. The recommendations to the companies therefore remain to be prepared for the 1st January 2021 with their dossiers.

6.3. ERASM – confirmation for 2021 A.I.S.E. contribution


             



At the last Board meeting not all activities under ERASM for 2021 were known, and therefore the approval for the €125K contribution as in 2020 by A.I.S.E. was only given in principle. The Management Committee assessed the information received in May and confirmed that the amount is adequate to run the 2021 ERASM activities. The Board adopted the MC recommendation, meaning the budget as forecasted remains valid for the GA.
7. CRISIS MANAGEMENT








7.1. COVID-19 sanitary crisis





        (M.Temsamani)
A.I.S.E. is still providing DG SANTE with regular updates on the status of disinfectants availability. In the past weeks companies who contributed to the survey reported the same limiting factors as previously, i.e. challenges with the sourcing of raw materials (active substances and some co-formulants) and packaging materials, as well as limited availability for human resources. The situation for the coming weeks will probably becoming even more country specific with an EU role lessened as things progress. The demand for disinfectants may therefore increase further depending on the ‘exit’ strategy adopted by Member States. 

In this context, and in order to plan ahead, a request was made by A.I.S.E. and Cefic at the last CA meeting mid-May for Member States help to provide a forecast/indication of the forthcoming need for disinfectants throughout the lifting of the containment measures. The Commission agreed to open a private ‘newsgroup’ so that Member States can share/exchange this information (also accessible to stakeholder organisations). A.I.S.E. will then share the relevant information appropriately with the network to support companies.

The Board also discussed the possibility for extension of Art 55 derogations beyond 180 days, but for a period not exceeding 550 days by the Commission. The Board was asked for guidance on whether A.I.S.E. should take a public position on the matter. After a round of discussions, it was concluded that due to the split views on the matter, no position could be taken at that stage during the meeting. The proposal is therefore to operate in a step-wise approach: (i) reach out to the Commission first to discuss the matter to understand what DG SANTE intends to do on the matter, and (ii) on the basis of this feedback received, discuss the issue internally (Biocides Working Group) with the aim to take a decision/position.   

ACTIONS:

- Assess conditions and consequences for extending derogations of Article 55.  Follow-up information to be disseminated with the membership in view of reaching a common position (A.I.S.E.).
- Organise a meeting with DG SANTE to discuss the latest on the state of the market, extension of derogation of Article 55, and industry needs (A.I.S.E.).  

- Continue working with Cefic/EBPF at technical level in order to discuss existing issues and practical solutions that could be implemented by the industry (A.I.S.E).

- Monitor developments on non-compliant (hand) disinfectants and enforcement checks by the EU Member States, e.g. joint ECHA enforcement project, tbc in June 2020 (A.I.S.E.). 
- Develop a first proposal for its annual event in December 2020. The main theme should cover biocidal products and the benefits of these products in the EU (A.I.S.E.).

- Further refine its project on increase communications on the essential value of biocidal products (and cleaning products) and learnings from the COVID-19 crisis (see agenda point 9.5)-(A.I.S.E.)
8. AOB

8.1. Brexit

The situation of the Brexit trade negotiations was added to the agenda of the Board under A.O.B. Questions were raised on the future availability of cleaning and hygiene products in the UK after Brexit fully takes effect, and in particular how the COVID-19 public health crisis coupled with future trade decisions (e.g. tariffs or trade barriers) may negatively affect and exacerbate the lack of availability for these products. It was mentioned the industry should raise its concerns with EU authorities, and a selected number of EU neighbouring Member States (BE, FR, IE, NL, UK + DE) ensuring these products remain available for the benefit of (European and) British consumers.

ACTIONS:

- Contact CEFIC and Business Europe to assess the actions undertaken on their side (A.I.S.E.). In addition, and depending on feedback received, develop (if relevant) a position to be shared with EU authorities and EU Member States ahead of the next European Council meeting on 19 June 2020 (A.I.S.E.). 

- Provide comment on the A.I.S.E./UKCPI draft enclosed herewith/approve the content of the letter by 15 June 12h CET (BOARD).

9. FOR INFORMATION/QUESTIONS ONLY





9.1. Polymers requiring registration




             (J.Robinson)

It was shortly mentioned that this topic will last over the next 2 years. The report commissioned by the Commission with an external consultant on the criteria to approach the polymer question is awaited daily and the Commission subgroup under CARACAL should start its activities end of June.

Post-meeting note: Delays to issue the report have been reported by the Commission, i.e. the first CARACAL subgroup meeting has been postponed to mid-September as the report is not yet available. 
9.2. Detergents Regulation update






(J.Robinson)
No question was raised to the update provided on the different activities in the meeting guide. 

9.3. Digitalisation Roadmap – Progress update




(V.Séjourné)

No question was raised to the update provided. 

9.4. Air quality/VOC – Working Group revamp




(J.Robinson)
No question was raised to the update provided in the meeting guide. 

9.5. Cleanliness & Hygiene campaign project - Results Habits survey 

(V.Séjourné)

- Cleaning & Hygiene Forum (Dec 2020) – no question was raised
9.6. Activity & Sustainability Report 2019-2020 




(V.Séjourné)
The report will be published at the end of June once the Charter KPIs are received. The communications team will be in touch to confirm the number of copies each National Association would like to receive.
10. CONFIRMATION OF NEXT BOARD MEETING 
- Thursday 8 October 2020, A.I.S.E. offices
- Wednesday 2 December 2020 (10:00-13:00), at The Hotel (Brussels), followed by the Forum  (14:00-18:00 with cocktail) - (! Date change as previously the 3 December was foreseen) 
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