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Management COMMITTEE 02/2020
MINUTES






Meeting in Bluepoint Center
Bd  A. Reyers 80, 1030 Brussels

Tuesday 10 March 2020, 10:30 – 13:00 
	Participants

Marten Kops, NVZ

Gerard Luijkx, Unilever

Bernd Glassl, IKW

Christelle Henry, Afise

Ad Jespers, Diversey

Françoise Van Tiggelen, Detic

By phone:

Ina Andreasen, RB

Agnieszka BIELACH, Ecolab

Ian Croft, Mc Bride 

Felix Rustemeyer, Henkel

Eleni Papadimitriou, PG
Rob Roggeband, PG

Anna Sass Andersen, DK
Ed Whittle, SC Johnson
From A.I.S.E:

Dominic Byrne 

Elodie Cazelle

Sascha Nissen 
Jan Robinson
Giulia Sebastio 

Valérie Séjourné

Mohamed Temsamani 

Apologies:

Yu-Ting Chen, Detic

Pilar Espina, Adelma

Thomas Rauch, IHO




1. WELCOME AND OPENING 
A. Jespers opened the meeting and welcomed the participants in the room and on WebEx. He informed the group about the absence of S. Zänker due to sick leave. The Committee noted its best wishes to the Director General. The new Scientific and Regulatory Affairs Director, Jan Robinson, was welcomed by members. She introduced herself and a tour de table of all participants was conducted.
The participants were reminded of the competition law compliance rules, and all agreed to adhere to them.
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

An amendment to the agenda was proposed with the move of the microplastics item to 4.11. in order to approve a budget request. An additional agenda point on A.I.S.E.’s response to the coronavirus was 

added. The agenda was approved.
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES & REVIEW OF ACTIONS OF LAST MEETING (21/01/20)
The minutes of the last meeting were approved. All actions were either completed or still ongoing and covered by the agenda.

4. KEY TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION/APPROVAL
4.1. European Green Deal






 (M.Temsamani)

Based on an initial A.I.S.E. assessment of the European Commission Green Deal Communication, the Board agreed to launch an in-depth consultation to provide strategic directions to future A.I.S.E. positions. For that purpose, it was agreed to convene a special A.I.S.E. Consultation Panel to gather intelligence, and thoroughly assess and analyse the threats and opportunities associated with the Green Deal and its upcoming policy/regulatory initiatives. The first proposals are currently being published/adopted: the EU Climate Law (4 March), the EU Industrial Strategy (10 March), the EU Circular Economy Package (due on 11 March). Members are invited to review the relevant emails for in depth assessment of those proposals. 
ACTIONS: 

· M. Temsamani to continue sharing assessments of individual Green Deal policy initiatives with the membership. 
· S. Nissen to prepare A.I.S.E.’s response to the ongoing public consultation on the EU Climate Pact.

· A.I.S.E. to prepare for the first confcall of the Consultation panel (26 March). Draft agenda and list of questions will be shared with membership in advance.

· Members that wish to contribute to the Consultation Panel are asked to inform the secretariat.
4.2. Consumer Information – Transparency of ingredients

(V.Séjourné)

The proposed organisational structure for this work was presented, following approval by the Board in February of the Roadmap (cf slides).  This was approved by the MC. The Ad Hoc Task Force on Ingredient messaging is in the process of being created, but so far only one participant has been nominated; a reminder will be sent. Two fragrance experts from IFRA are also available. There was no clear view from the Board on whether it should cover only consumer use, or both consumer and PC&H; the view of the Management Committee was that the focus should be primarily on consumer messaging.
ACTION: 

· companies in Digitalisation WG to provide names ASAP for Ad Hoc Task Force on ingredient messaging to VS/GS.  

Other recent activities on A.I.S.E.’s position on product scoring apps and with the Digital Information Alliance were noted.  A.I.S.E will closely monitor the European Commission ‘s digital strategy and where possible participate actively in the planned pilot study organized by DG GROW later in 2020.
REGULATORY ISSUES
4.3. CLP: Annex VIII & LDCs

 



(D. Byrne)

Annex VIII:

A.I.S.E., along with other sectors, has proposed a list of possible names for use with the Interchangeable Component Group (A.I.S.E.’s proposals are typically more granular than those from other sectors).  To date there is no feedback from the Commission on these proposals.
The Secretariat is closely monitoring for both the draft legal text of the second amendment and also IT developments, as ECHA does not unequivocally commit to implement the changes by October 2020. 
ATP Applicability Dates:
Following discussion on interpretation of the legal text and the potential risks/chances of success, there was no clear consensus in the Management Committee regarding advocacy activity (as there also was not in DUCC on 3 March).  Discussion will continue in the CLP Steering Group and a decision taken on advocacy by A.I.S.E.  before the June CARACAL meeting (necessary if required to influence the draft text for the next Annex VI ATP, including RAC opinions published in 2019).
LDCs:

A.I.S.E. has been invited to present at CARACAL 34 on 31 March*, following the results of the REACH-EN-FORCE 6 project. The LDC technical sub-group is preparing for this, and the objective is to demonstrate that A.I.S.E.’s own activities are satisfactorily addressing any issues and that additional formal regulatory action is not required.  It was agreed that the presentation can be covered by the Secretariat and there is no need to ask for participation of additional experts from the membership.

It was noted that the development of an ISO standard will be more convincing for member states than an industry internal standard.  Other (parts of) chemicals legislation make reference to relevant ISO standards.
*Post Meeting Note: Following this presentation, Commission Services announced the cancellation of the face-to-face meeting of CARACAL on 31 March due to the COVID-19 outbreak in Europe.  At the time of writing Commission Services has proposed a web conference on 31 March 2020 to discuss the following (time sensitive) topics:

•
CLP: Annex VIII (workability amendment)

•
REACH: Revocation of registration decisions

•
REACH: Update on the activities in relation to the amendments of the REACH Annexes for nanoforms  

Discussion of all other topics on the draft agenda of the 31 March – 01 April face-to-face meeting of CARACAL (including CLP measures for LDCs) have been deferred until the next scheduled meeting of CARACAL.  CARACAL is scheduled to meet next 30 June – 01 July 2020.
4.4. Update on Polymers Requiring Registration under REACH

(G.Sebastio)
An update was given on the next steps of the Commission regarding the polymers requiring registration, with the plan to create a CARACAL Subgroup on polymers. 

The recommendation of secretariat is for A.I.S.E. to participate to the CARACAL subgroup. However, the required experts will be necessary to ensure A.I.S.E. can establish its position on the polymers prior to June when the subgroup will be launched. Given that the polymers will require both health and environmental experts, Secretariat recommends that the environmental expertise of the Microplastics Task Force be incorporated into the polymers’ discussion. 

Options to organize the relevant experts to discuss and define the A.I.S.E. position on polymers:
1.  Work to be under the REACH WG –inclusion of more experts on polymers/ microplastics within the RIWG on an ad hoc basis. 
2.  Technical experts of the Microplastics Task Force to transition and be revamped into a Polymers Task Force (include environment and health experts); this Polymer Task Force would report to the RIWG.
3.  For a separate Polymers Task Force to be created in March/April, including the experts on microplastics, health and environment to contribute to the preparation for the CARACAL subgroup on polymers. The Microplastics Task Force would then complete its mandate.
This will be discussed with the RIWG and Microplastic Task Force for the opinion of the technical experts. It was explained that from a management point of view, the 3rd option would be preferred by Secretariat, however this may be problematic for experts having to participate in multiple groups. The Management Committee was asked for their opinion on the three proposals.

Comments received:

·  The Microplastics Task Force would need to remain active until at least the summer

·  Companies may have different experts for the two groups

·  A clearer specification would need to be circulated on the expertise required.

·  Secretariat was asked to share further details.

ACTION: 

· Secretariat to provide further information on the technical background/expertise needed, and to share the final Commission report when available

4.5. 
Summary of Action on 1,4-DIOXANE



(G.Sebastio) 
Although A.I.S.E. does not typically work on substances, Secretariat understood the 1,4-dioxane to be important to members. Therefore, an update was given on the substance and also agreement was sought by the Management committee on how A.I.S.E. would manage the workstreams related to this substance:

· Dealing with health concerns of the substance (under CLH) - This topic is currently being monitored via CESIO and next steps would involve discussion at CARACAL for inclusion into CLP Annex VI. The MC agreed that this will no longer be followed by A.I.S.E., but will only be monitored via CESIO.
· Dealing with the enviornmental concerns of the substance (RMOA in Germany) - A.I.S.E. has been monitoring this point via IKW and CESIO. In January 2020, industry met with German Authorities and were asked to investigate the figure that has been shown by the UBA that some 50-80 t/a of 1,4-dioxane detected in EU rivers have been emitted from products (all uses) containing EO-based surfactants. IKW demonstrated the issue was not coming from the detergent sector, demonstrating this via a conservative calculation. The authorities are yet to revert with a response. The MC agreed A.I.S.E. would continue monitoring via IKW and CESIO.
· As the data used by the Germany authorities for the 1,4 – dioxane came from the study carried out by Germany on PMT (persisten mobile and toxic) substances it is possible other substances on that list could be proposed for RMOA in the future. This list should be assessed to understand if any of them are of concern to the detergent sector. A.I.S.E. commented on the PMT concept at REACH CARACAL, highlighting it is a very clear-cut set of criteria and we would propose a more holistic, risk-based approach would allow a more thorough and robust assessment to be made. A.I.S.E. stated that aligning with ECETOC on this point was identified as the preferred option

In line with the A.I.S.E. practice of defending classes of substances, A.I.S.E. will continue monitoring the topic and commenting at CARACAL (through alignment of the RIWG, Microplastic Task Force, ESC Task Force).
4.6. Ex-post review of the Detergent Regulation
            

   (G.Sebastio/M.Temsamani)
This point was not presented but rather left for information due to time constraints. Following agreement of the Management Committee that the advocacy strategy for two areas should be developed by Secretariat at technical level, a joint meeting will be organised for the 27th March between the Detergent Working Group and the Advocacy Steering Group to discuss the strategy for the ex-post review of the Detergent Regulation. Members should ensure their experts are able to contribute to the meeting.
4.7. Indoor Air Quality (IAQ)





(G.Sebastio)
On 6 March, the A.I.S.E. IAQ Working Group discussed its future taking into account:

-
the new development regarding air quality in Europe and the mixing of discussions between outdoor and indoor air;
-
learnings from the webinar on the PSP for Air Fresheners held by A.I.S.E. in January 2020;
-
the possibility to align with counterparts in the US – HCPA/ACI on the topic so as to have a common industry message

An update was given on the discussion and proposals from the IAQ Working Group, i.e on the results of discussion of 6 March call:
-
Support for European alignment;
-
Agree to alignment with US (HCPA/ACI);
-
Need to build position papers that outline the common points and the differences between the EU and US context;
-
Support of the involvement of the PC&H sector;
Other points to be discussed:
-
Additional voluntary action;
-
Possibility of aligning to WHO limits as described in the Green Deal,
-
Literature survey to be carried out on targeted topics;
-
Need for more clarity of environmental topics/Charter;
-
Continuing discussion on the A.I.S.E. PSP on Air Fresheners Criteria (PSP Webinar feedback)

A second call will be scheduled in April to continue the discussion on some of the pending points. However, a key request is the following action point: 
ACTION: 

· companies to nominate PC&H participants for the ‘New Air Quality WG’ (immediately to participate in April call, or after ToR published if preferred)
4.8. Detergent test Protocol (DTP) – Activities 2020


(M. Temsamani)

The requested budget of €7.500 was approved. There was a request from the Management Committee to indicate the source of funding in pre-readings. 
4.9. Terms of Reference updates (for approval)  



 (M.Temsamani)


4.9.1. For approval: Microplastics TF
The updated ToR were approved.
4.9.2. For approval: Packaging TF

The updated ToR were approved.
SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES
4.10. Charter 2020+







4.10.1. Status overview





(S.Nissen) 
66 manufacturing companies have migrated to Charter 2020+, covering so far 75% of the self-funded budget via membership fees for this year; this represents an income of about 170K, i.e. a current shortfall of 50K versus the budget. In addition, 22 retailers and distributors are in Charter 2020+, including relevant German, French and UK organisations. All A.I.S.E. Ordinary members have migrated.
It is estimated that about 100 manufacturing companies will be needed to reach the break-even as per the new business model for the funding of the Charter, and there is good potential with 51 still in the 2010 version. There are continuous efforts to promote the value of the Charter and the benefits to upgrade all over Europe (see presentation for details), though some of the meetings for the coming weeks were cancelled because of the Coronavirus crisis. Progress is closely been monitored by the SSG and the A.I.S.E. team. The Sustainability SG will discuss at its next meeting on 1 April the options concerning further measures to be taken in case the break-even may not be reached by the deadline for migration, i.e. 30 June 2020.
4.10.2. Symposium






(S.Nissen)

Main objectives of this Symposium, held on 12 February in Brussels, were met, i.e.:

· promote Charter 2020+ to the industry network (as we are still in the phase to recruit companies to join Charter 2020+);

· inform external stakeholders including retailers with the purpose of reputation building and increasing 3rd party recognition;

· engage Charter members and offer them the opportunity to provide input, share good practice and exchange.
The target groups were well covered with about 80 delegates participating from the A.I.S.E. industry network, manufacturing Charter members and non-Charter members, retailers, value chain partners (ingredients, packaging, APPLiA and Ginetex), the European Commission, and other external stakeholders. 

Participants confirmed the very good quality of the programme and speakers as:

- well-tailored for the audience, very comprehensive, useful and exhaustive for attendees, also as introduction to the Charter;

- well balanced between topics as well as presentations vs. panel discussions;

- forward-looking concerning

· cooperation with the European Commission, also highlighted by Director-General DG Environment Daniel Calleja Crespo, who recognised A.I.S.E.’s pro-active initiatives, especially the Charter (see also A.I.S.E. press release, incl. a quote from him as follows: “[…] We welcome initiatives such as the A.I.S.E. Charter for Sustainable Cleaning, which contributes to the circular economy objectives covered by the Green Deal. Sector associations can be very influential in the transition needed and enable progress for the whole industry, facilitating also value chain collaboration”;

· further improvements via collaboration within the industry sector (household and PC&H) and the value chain, with special focus on retailers;

· increase of awareness level by consumers, e.g. via better use of Charter product standard logo by Charter members and communications efforts.

4.11. Plastics and Packaging
4.11.1. Circular Plastics Alliance (CPA)  - latest developments
(S.Nissen)

A.I.S.E. is represented in the CPA Packaging Working Group, which also features contribution by JRC. Striving for a harmonised approach, also with regards to definitions (e.g. on recyclability and recycled content), ‘Design for recyclability’ is a key focus; the intention is to frame future discussion with the objective to develop, update/revise design for recycling guidelines for all priority plastic products, including packaging; A.I.S.E. is also member in a dedicated sub-group.

In this context, S Nissen referred to the European Plastics Pact, which is not part of the CPA. This pact was launched on 6 March and is led by the French and Dutch government. The targets for 2025 focus on plastic packaging and single use plastic products, aligned with the leading MS agendas. There is a call of CPA members are keen to avoid duplication of efforts through cooperation and harmonisation with this Pact.  
4.11.2. EU Plastics tax






(M. Temsamani)
It is believed that the European Council summit on 26/27 March would represent the next opportunity to find an agreement. The Croatian Presidency, the Council President and the Commission President are all working under the assumption that an agreement will be found under this Presidency. In the meantime, the MFF 2021-2027 is to be on every agenda of the COREPER and the General Affairs Council.

Our cross-industry coalition has grown to 60+ associations calling for a pragmatic approach on the matter. Given the current context, EU associations will continue to coordinate advocacy in Brussels. We welcome the help of National Associations to share these concerns at local level (most likely Ministry for Budget although it may depend from country to country) over the next few days. Members are asked to continue talking to local authorities, particularly those with influence at EU level: the industry is not opposed to a tax per se, but it must be used for the intended purpose and not merely to compensate for other budgetary shortcomings. 
4.11.3. Single-use plastics





(M. Temsamani)

The Expert Meeting on Plastics Definition relating to the Single-Use Plastics Directive took place on 13 December 2019 and gathered together ECHA, DG ENVI, DG SANTE and Academia representatives to discuss the notion of what constitutes a ‘natural polymer’, a ‘none chemically modified substance’, and what represents the ‘main structural component’ of a polymer.

A.I.S.E. is building a network of allies (participants to the Academia workshop that have similar views) in order to occupy the public discourse and counter-balance activities from the NGOs. We understand the final decision on natural polymers may be a political one, meaning exchanges should not exclusively remain at technical level. The planned workshop has been postponed by DG ENV because of safety concerns but will go ahead later in the year.
4.11.4. Microplastics






 (M. Temsamani)
Members were updated about the latest developments. The RAC meeting is taking place this week and SEAC next week; F. Angiulli and J. Robinson attending respectively. The Microplastics TF has been informed of technical developments in RAC, which so far are not very positive. Further assessment is required. The impact of the RAC decisions will need to be addressed in follow-up work for the SEAC public consultation. It was also recognised that advocacy will shift to a more political focus in the second half of the year, which A.I.S.E. needs to get prepared for.

The request for an additional €10.000 from the main budget to cover the additional work was approved.
ACTION: 

· M. Temsamani to organize a strategic confcall to review the future timeline of activities and the Advocacy and Communications materials required.

· F. Angiulli and J. Robinson to organize a confcall to debrief membership on the outcome of the RAC meeting.
4.12. Coronavirus






(M. Temsamani)
The topic was added to the agenda in order to discuss the fast-moving developments, and A.I.S.E.’s response. Several Member States are seeking to control sales of disinfectants.  In Lombardy there is an emergency situation, with insufficient hospital capacity and talk of all non-essential production being temporarily closed down.
A.I.S.E. provided information to the European Commission on the availability of ingredients and packaging and will continue to do so based on the feedback from members. A.I.S.E. should consider messages to the Commission/Member States to speed up regulatory approval procedures in order to meet demand. In Italy Article 55 of BPR is being activated.  In Germany the situation is slightly unclear; only pharmacies and pharmaceutical companies are reportedly permitted to place disinfectants on the market without authorisation. In Lithuania several companies have been authorised to produce hyphochlorite or alcohol disinfectants.
Authorities and companies should be encouraged to contact the relevant national associations.  It was cautioned that there is also a problem with human resources; if schools etc. are closed and workers are unavailable, it is difficult to run a production facility. It was agreed that these are messages that can be put into a paper for use with regulators at European level, and to provide to the NAC.

A draft advocacy paper already circulated was discussed. There was support for the concept of the paper, but it was remarked that terminology must be aligned with that of the WHO, and that the perceived emphasis should be on addressing the crisis rather than market access. There were mixed views about reference to other jurisdictions.
ACTION: 

· M. Temsamani to share draft paper also with NAC

· Membership to comment ASAP (paper to be sent to Biocides WG on 12 March)

A draft A.I.S.E. guidance for consumers (taken from WHO and IFH guidance) was discussed.  Caution was urged over certain messages, where certain health authorities may have a different opinion or where conditions cannot be met (e.g. washing machines which do not reach the displayed temperature). The MC agreed to place consumer information on the cleanright.eu website, but the content needs further careful reviewed.

ACTION: 

· Secretariat (VS) to consult Management Committee, National Associations Committee, Biocides Working Group in writing before Friday 13 March
5. FOR INFORMATION ONLY
5.1. Cleanright.eu







(V.Séjourné)
The new web portal cleanright.eu was launched on 6 February in English and a press release was sent to members and externally to stakeholders. Over the coming weeks, the site will be translated into 21 European languages which will go live as they are ready. To optimise the budget there will be 9 versions fully translated and 12 versions partially translated. The three videos (Charter, Safe use icons and Read the label) have been produced in all the languages. A toolkit for promotion by the network has been developed. In the first weeks, there have been positive reactions to this more modern, consumer and mobile friendly site. The site supports the public appearance on the shelves of the first products with the new Charter 2020+ logo and the Charter video will be used across the network to support promotion of the Charter benefits to consumers.

5.2. Activity & Sustainability report 2019-2020



(V.Séjourné)
A status update was given. Management Committee members will be receiving the draft copy once it is available before going to design.
6. NEXT MEETING DATE: 



 Tuesday, 28 April 2020: Phone Call (10:30-13:00)
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